
 

 

 BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 
 

Minutes of the Regular Board of Police Commissioners Meeting  
Thursday, October 16, 2003 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners was held on 
Thursday, October 16, 2003, at 3:00 p.m., at Police Headquarters, 1300 
Beaubien, Rm. 328-A, Detroit, MI 48226. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Board Members Present    Department Personnel Present 
 
Willie E. Hampton      Chief Jerry A. Oliver, Sr. 
Arthur Blackwell, II (ABS)    AC Timothy Black 
Erminia Ramirez     AC Ella Bully Cummings 
Edgar L. Vann, Jr.     DC Fred Campbell 
Megan P. Norris     DC Gary Christian 

Insp. Jeffery O’Neill 
Insp. Benjamin Lee 
Insp. Todd Bettison 
Sgt. Kenneth Williams 
Sgt. D. Williams 
Sgt. Debbie Jackson 
Sgt. Stephens 
PO W. Huggins 

       PO Irvette Reed  
    Atty. Nancy Ninowski  
 

Board Staff Present     
 
Dante’ L. Goss, Executive Director  
Denise R. Hooks, Attorney/Supv. Investigator  
Arnold Sheard, Interim Chief Investigator  
Damon Nunn, Police Commission Investigator 
E. Lynise Bryant-Weekes, Personnel Director  
 
 
RECORDERS     OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Jerome Adams     Ms. Walters 
Felicia Hardaway     Phillip Cracchiolio 
       Henry Dudzinski 
       Ron Scott 
       Rick Jones 
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1. CALL TO ORDER     
 
Chairperson Hampton called the regular meeting of the Detroit Board of Police 
Commissioners to order at 3:16 p.m.  
 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
 

• Thursday, October 9, 2003 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Norris made the motion to adopt the  
Minutes. 

 
SECOND: Commissioner Ramirez seconded the motion. 

 
VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 

 
 
3. REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Chairperson Hampton announced we will call a summit with the community and 
Entities to look at and analyze where we are with the Board of Police 
Commissioners.  We would like to have the community involved.  We want to 
see how we could best communicate with the public and get the public involved.  
We will be callign the summit and we will put out that communication once we  
set it up and put the agenda together and we will announce it at another date.   
We will also give everyone ample time so that they could participate.    
 
 
4. SECRETARY REPORT – EX. DIR. GOSS  
 
Suspension 
  
 
On October 16, 2003, Police Officer William Trzos, Badge 3933, assigned to 
the Ninth Precinct, was suspended without pay by Chief Jerry A. Oliver, Sr. 
 
On September 29, 2003, the Professional Accountability Bureau, Internal Affairs 
Section was advised by Mt. Clemens Police Department of an alleged act of 
misconduct on the part of Officer William Trzos.  More specifically, the allegation 
concerned assault and battery, assault with a dangerous weapon, that being a 
firearm, and possession of a firearm while under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor. 
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A Preliminary Complaint Report prepared by Mt. Clemens Police Department 
relative to the allegations revealed the following: 
 
On Sunday, September 28, 2003, at approximately 1:45 a.m., Officer Trzos was 
off-duty, in civilian attire and at the Post Bar located at 15 North Walnut Street in 
the City of Mt. Clemens. While at the Post Bar, Officer Trzos approached victim 
one, a male, in the restroom and asked him if he wanted to fight.  Victim one 
responded that he did not want to fight and exited the restroom where upon an 
unidentified individual struck victim one in the head.  Victim one was then 
grabbed in the neck area by Officer Trzos and a struggle ensued wherein victim 
one received a scrape to his right forearm.  Victim one then exited the bar and 
walked into the adjacent parking lot.  Officer Trzos followed victim one out of the 
bar into the parking lot, asking victim one if he wanted to fight.  Officer Trzos then 
pulled a small blue steel automatic handgun from his person and pointed it at 
victim one's head.  Victim one then fled while indicating to Officer Trzos that he 
did not want to fight.  At the same time as victim one was fleeing from Officer 
Trzos, victim two, a female, related to victim one, was entering the parking lot.  
Officer Trzos then turned his attention to her.  In so doing, Officer Trzos pointed 
his blue steel automatic handgun at her head and then struck her in the nose 
with an open hand.  Officer Trzos then fled the scene.  Shortly thereafter, Mt. 
Clemens Police responded to the scene of the incident and took Officer Trzos 
into custody.  A Preliminary Breath Test was administered with results of 0.15 
grams of alcohol.   
 
On October 1, 2003, a warrant was issued against Officer Trzos charging him 
with two (2) counts of Assault and Battery, one count of Possession of a Firearm 
While Under the Influence of Intoxicating Liquor, and two (2) counts of Assault 
with a Dangerous Weapon.  Assault and Battery is punishable as a misdemeanor 
with ninety-three (93) days in jail and/or a fine of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00); 
Possession of a Firearm While Under the Influence of Intoxicating Liquor is 
punishable as a misdemeanor with ninety-three (93) days in jail and/or a fine of 
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00); and Assault with a Dangerous Weapon is 
punishable as a felony with four (4) years in prison and/or a fine of Two 
Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). 
 
On October 3, 2003, Officer Trzos appeared at the State of Michigan 41B District 
Court for arraignment, wherein a plea of not guilty was entered on his behalf and 
bond was set in the amount of $10,000.00 cash/surety/ten percent.  A preliminary 
examination is scheduled for October 21, 2003, at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Based on the above circumstances, it is recommended that Officer Trzos be 
charged with, but not limited to, the following violation of the Detroit Police 
Department Rules and Regulations: 
 
CHARGE: CONDUCT UNBECOMING AN OFFICER; CONTRARY TO THE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT CODE OF ETHICS, THIS BEING IN VIOLATION OF 
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THE DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT CODE OF CONDUCT, SERIES 102.3-
5.7, SECTION 3. 
 
Unless contravened by this Commission, the above suspension without pay will 
stand.  
 
There were no contraventions to the above suspension without pay. 
 
 
On October 16, 2003, Police Officer James White, Badge 3995, assigned to 
the Ninth Precinct, was suspended without pay by Chief Jerry A. Oliver, Sr. 
 
In July 2003, the Professional Accountability Bureau, Internal Affairs Section was 
advised of an alleged act of misconduct on the part of Officer James White.  
More specifically, the allegation concerned false certification to an application for 
a driver's license, false insurance application, and/or obtaining property of value 
based on the false insurance application. 
 
The preliminary investigation into the facts and circumstances relative to the 
misconduct allegation revealed the following: 
 
On April 30, 2003, Officer White submitted an application for automobile 
insurance with State Farm Insurance Company.  In so doing, Officer White 
indicated that his home address was in Chesterfield, Michigan.  At the same 
time, Officer White also changed the address on his State of Michigan Operator's 
license with the State of Michigan Secretary of State to reflect that his home 
address was in Chesterfield, Michigan. On May 30, 2003, State Farm Insurance 
Company began coverage on Officer White's vehicles based on the 
representation that he resided in Chesterfield, Michigan.    
 
Shortly thereafter, State Farm Insurance Company sent insurance statements to 
Officer White at the Chesterfield, Michigan address.  Upon receipt of the 
insurance statements from State Farm Insurance Company, the homeowner of 
the Chesterfield address contacted State Farm Insurance Company to advise 
that Officer White did not reside at that address, that Officer White never resided 
at that address, and that Officer White did not have his permission to use that 
address. 
 
On October 7, 2003, a three (3) count felony warrant was issued against Officer 
White by the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office charging him with False 
Certification Impermissible Use of Personal Information, False Pretenses One 
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or more but less than Twenty Thousand Dollars 
($20,000.00), and Insurance, Fraudulent Acts.  False Certification is a felony 
punishable by one (1) to five (5) years in the state prison and/or a fine of Five 
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) to Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00); False 
Pretenses is a felony punishable by five (5) years in prison and/or a fine of Ten 



Minutes of the Regular BPC Meeting 
Thursday, October 16, 2003 
Page 5 
 

 

Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00); and Insurance, Fraudulent Acts is punishable as 
a felony with four (4) years in prison and/or a fine of Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($50,000.00). 
 
On October 8, 2003, Officer White appeared at the State of Michigan Thirty-Sixth 
District Court for arraignment, wherein a plea of not guilty was entered on his 
behalf and a personal bond was set in the amount of $10,000.00.  A preliminary 
examination is scheduled for October 21, 2003, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Based on the above circumstances, it is recommended that Officer White be 
charged with, but not limited to, the following violation of the Detroit Police 
Department Rules and Regulations: 
 
CHARGE: CONDUCT UNBECOMING AN OFFICER; CONTRARY TO THE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT CODE OF ETHICS, THIS BEING IN VIOLATION OF 
THE DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT CODE OF CONDUCT, SERIES 102.3-
5.7, SECTION 3. 
 
 
Exec. Dir. Goss stated Officer James White has requested to make oral arguments 
in two weeks. 
 
 
Unless contravened by this Commission, the above suspension without pay will 
stand.  
 
There were no contraventions to the above suspension without pay.  
 
 
CITIZEN COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 

 
   This Week  Year to Date 

 
Weekly Count of Complaints:    28    923 
Weekly Count of Allegations:    44          2,075 
 
  Arrest        3     93 
  Demeanor     16   612 
  Entry                  1     43 
  Force        2             164 
  Harassment       2     70 
  Procedure     16    737 
  Property       0    105 
  Search       2     82 
  Service       2                       168 
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Pending Cases 
 
As of September 17, 2003, the Office of the Chief Investigator (OCI) has a total 
of 639 pending cases, which include 128 cases with an age of 0-45 days, 45 
cases with an age of 46-60 days, 164 cases with an age of 61-90 days, and 90 
cases with an age of 91-120 days, 115 cases with an age of 121 days – 6 
months, 95 cases with an age of 7-9 months, and 2 cases with an age of 10-12 
months.    
 

2002 
  
 During the past week:          19                                     Year to Date:          872         
 
 
 
5.   CHIEF’S REPORT 
 

DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT 
MIND’N OUR BUSINESS 

                                                                                     
 Board of Police Commissioners 
 

The Detroit Police Department’s mission is building a safer Detroit through 
community partnerships.  Therefore, the following enforcement actions 
were conducted during the week of October 8th-14th, 2003. 
 
ORGANIZED CRIME AND GANG DIVISION 

 
The Conspiracy Intelligence, South-East, North-West and Vice Sections 
conducted eleven enforcement actions that resulted in (7) felony and (30) 
misdemeanor arrests. These enforcement actions resulted in the 
confiscation of 10,593 grams of cocaine, 1,471 grams of heroin, and 
56,422.7 grams of marijuana with a street value of $9,141,908.00.  (13) 
Vehicles were confiscated and (21) miscellaneous ordinances were issued 
from these enforcement actions.   
 
FIFTH PRECINCT 
 
On October 8, 2003, officers of the Fifth Precinct while on patrol in the area 
of Mack and Cadillac observed a suspicious vehicle the fitting the 
description of one used in a recent rape.  The officers conducted a traffic, 
which resulted in the wanted subject being arrested for “Criminal Sexual 
Conduct I Degree.”  During the arrest, three additional complainants 
advised the officers that had been raped by the assailant. 
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SPECIAL RESPONSE TEAM (SRT) 
 
On October 8, 2003, members of SRT were assigned to the Detroit 
Metropolitan Police Academy.  SRT personnel were responsible for 
instructing defensive and precision driving skills to the student police 
officers currently enrolled in the Detroit Metropolitan Police Academy. 
   
 
    Chief of Police Jerry A. Oliver, Sr. 
 
 

6. PRESENTATION – ANGEL’S NIGHT BRIEFING 
 

AC Bully-Cummings stated that Insp. Benjamin Lee and his staff will make 
a presentation on the Department’s deployment in 2003 Angel’s Night Task 
Force.  
 
Insp. Benjamin Lee gave the following PowerPoint presentation: 
 

(See Attached) 
 

Questions and Answers 
 
Comm. Ramirez asked are some of these precincts going to get extra help? 
 
Insp. Lee stated yes.  
 
Comm. Hampton asked will you be doing this presentation at other places, 
for example, churches, the house of labor?  
 
Insp. Lee stated due to time constraints, probably not.  
 
AC Bully-Cummings stated in the past, because I went to several places 
that did a presentation on the Angel’s Night Taskforce.  If it is necessary, we 
could have a commanding officer at the precinct give a preview to the 
community about we plan to do.  
 
Comm. Hampton stated I see. 
 
Comm. Ramirez stated I could understand comm. Hampton asking that 
because you answered all of our questions and did a fantastic presentation.  
It is just that I think that it should be done in the community, so that they are 
aware of what is going on. 
 
Comm. Hampton thanked Insp. Lee for an honorable presentation. 
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7. REQUEST AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT A GRANT 
 

Comm. Norris read the following: 
 
The Detroit Police Department has been awarded the “Reducing 
Community Gun Violence: Project Safe Neighborhoods” Grant in the 
amount of $250,000.00 from the United States Department of Justice for two 
years.  There is no cash match. 
 
The project is a collaborative law enforcement effort with the Detroit Police 
Department’s Eighth Precinct, Michigan Department of Corrections, and 
United States Attorney’s Office. The objective of the grant is to reduce gun 
violence in the City of Detroit.  The grant will also be utilized to contract an 
investigative analyst for the Detroit Police Department and a casework aide 
for the Michigan Department of Corrections. 

 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Norris made the motion to accept the Grant. 
 

SECOND: Commissioner Ramirez seconded the motion. 
 

VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
 
 
Chairperson Hampton stated Cmdr. Stacey Brackens is present, if you have 
any questions.  
 
 
8. DISCIPLINARY APPEALS ARGUED – APPEALS SUBCOMMITTEE  
 

Comm. Norris Chaired the Appeals Subcommittee: 
 

DISCIPLINARY APPEALS ARGUED 
 

OCTOBER 2, 2003 
 
Police Officer Chad Jagotka                                 BPC 03-002D 
Badge 4608 
 
Charges  I. Conduct Unbecoming An Officer, one 

specification; and II. Mistreatment of 
Any Person or Prisoner, one 
specification. 

 
Trial Board Decision Found guilty of Charge I, and  
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And Penalty  dismissed Charge II. 
 

5-day suspension, with 2 of those days 
held in abeyance for one year; and 
Anger Management. 

 
Recommendation Reduce the penalty to a 2-day 

suspension and completion of Anger 
Management classes. 

 
 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Norris made the motion to accept the 
Recommendation. 

 
SECOND: Commissioner Ramirez seconded the motion. 

 
VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 

 
 
Police Officer Ryan Conner                                 BPC 03-003D 
Badge 4035  
 
Charges   I. Neglect of Duty, 3 specifications; and 

II. Wilfully Making a False Oral or 
Written Statement or Report, 4 
specifications. 

 
Trial Board Decision Found guilty of one specification of  
And Penalty Charge I, and one specification of 

Charge II. 
  
 Two-day suspension. 
 
Recommendation Uphold the decision of the Trial Board 

in its entirety. 
 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Norris made the motion to accept the 
Recommendation 

 
SECOND: Commissioner Ramirez seconded the motion. 

 
VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 
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Police Officer Jose’ Hardrick                                        BPC 03-0012D 
Badge 988 
 
Charge Conviction in a Court of Criminal 

Jurisdiction, one specification. 
 
 
Trial Board Decision  Guilty. 
And Penalty 
 
 
Recommendation Uphold the decision of the Trial Board 

in its entirety.  
 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Norris made the motion to accept the 
Recommendation. 

 
SECOND: Commissioner Ramirez seconded the motion. 

 
VOTE: All in attendance voted in the affirmative. 

 
 
9. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Chairperson Norris stated last week we received proposed changes to O.C.I.’s 
Standard Operating Procedure and Exec. Dir. Goss kindly gave to us a 
highlighted version that shows exactly what those changes are.  I have had an 
opportunity to discuss those changes, but there were just a few items that I 
wanted to bring to the Board’s attention: 
 

1. The changes indicate that a full completion of an investigation the 
complainant should be notified of its outcome including its 
appropriate statement regarding any non-disciplinary or disciplinary 
action that was taken. 

 
I just want to make it clear to the Board that that would require us 

being notified by the department of what actions have been taken, 
which means, OCI will send out one letter saying that our findings 
are, and a second letter after we are advised by the Department will 
state what actions have been taken.   

 
 

2. The other changes are the changes that are required by the 
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consent decree and we really don’t have any leeway in this at all, 
but I think the Board needs to be aware of the ramifications and 
that has to do with the various findings that OCI can make.  The 
standard if you find “sustained” is that the preponderance of the 
evidence shows that the conduct that occurred and the officer 
violated OCI’s procedures.  On the other hand, if the standard has 
been found “unfounded” it is not preponderance of evidence goes 
the other way, it is that the investigation revealed no facts to 
support that the incident complained of actual occurred, which I 
think if we were proposing our on policy then there will be 
consistency on the two sides because with preponderance you go 
one way and one way and then preponderance goes the other way 
and the other way and you constrained to that by the Consent 
Decree so we don’t have any choice.  

 
 
The second item that I have is that I apologize for not being here last week 
because I was ill, but I did review the Minutes and it appears that there was 
some concern that I had not been reporting back to the Board about activities in 
regards to acting as the Board’s liaison for consent decree issues.  As I think 
that most of the Commissioners are aware that I have been communicating with 
you individually about things that are going on.  I have been communicating with 
our paid staff extensively about what has been going on.  I just wanted some 
direction from the Commission about how you would like me to proceed.  If you 
like regular reports, I would be happy to give them to you in writing or verbally or 
if you would like me to tell about something that you need to know about.  I don’t 
want there to be any feeling on my fellow Commissioner’s part that I am not 
carrying out my duties in that regard. 
 
Comm. Ramirez stated I am not quite sure what Comm. Blackwell had brought 
up, but maybe he wanted some information in regards to that matter.  
             
Comm. Norris stated I will communicate with Comm. Blackwell and keep him 
up to date on the information that I am giving. 
 
Stated we have presentation for AC Black.  We have recently learned that AC 
Black will be resigning and we are very sorry to hear that you are leaving.  One 
of the things that the Commissioners have discussed amongst ourselves is how 
quickly you got a very steep learning curve in this City and how eagerly you 
attacked that learning curve.  However, we did find that you had perhaps 
misrepresented a little back of your background and that is the one thing in the 
learning curve that we didn’t think you would have to get up to speed on is that 
you had represented that you have known Jerry Oliver for several decades.  So 
we thought you knew everything about him that you needed to know and we 
found unfortunately that that was not the case.  Being to concerned about this 
the Commissioners have decided to help you cure that defect, so as you go 
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back out west we have for you a menu that shows exactly what you could get to 
order and Roscoe Chicken and Waffles. 
 
Chairperson Hampton said good selection. 
 
 
10. ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
Henry Dudzinski stated I am concerned that some police officers fabricated the 
truth.  In February 2001, Lt. Richard McCarthy, accused me of some very 
disturbing and false ethnic slurs.   My investigation was investigated by an 
independent counsel and I was suppose to get a copy of the report and  now 
Ms. Hooks has indicated that I would have to proceed through the Freedom of 
Information Act again.  
 
Comm. Norris stated Mr. Dudzinski had a complaint which came to OCI and 
OCI investigated that complaint and OCI reached its conclusions in its 
investigation and Mr. Dudzinski was not satisfied with those conclusions.  We 
then retained an independent investigator who is an attorney, not because so 
many people reccused themselves, but because Mr. Dudzinski expressed very 
clearly that he had no confidence in the Law Department, the City, the Police 
Department, or OCI in investigating this and we wanted to make sure that 
somebody independent could look at this.  
 
 At the City’s expense we retained an independent attorney to conduct an 
investigation.  That attorney, Thomas Marshall conducted a very thorough 
investigation.  Traditionally when OCI reaches conclusions the results of its 
investigation the findings of its investigation whether it is “sustained” or “not 
sustained” are shared with the complainant of what the factual content of the 
investigation as with the factual content of all police investigations are generally 
not public and in fact is kept confidential and in fact there are provisions in the 
collective bargaining agreements regarding that.  Notwithstanding that, it is my 
understanding that Thomas Marshall before reaching his conclusions shared the 
factual portions of his draft report with Mr. Dudzinski to make sure Mr. Dudzinski 
was comfortable that Mr. Marshall had looked at everything that he was 
supposed to look at.  Mr. Marshall then reached conclusions and the results of 
those conclusions, but not the full report were shared with Mr. Dudzinski as it is 
generally the case.  It is my understanding that Mr. Dudzinski has now asked for 
the complete report, as I indicated those are generally not public 
notwithstanding that because Mr. Dudzinski made his request we are consulting 
with our counsel to determine what obligations if any we have to share the 
whole findings and if we are found that we are obligated to do so we will provide 
it to you and if we are not obligated to do that we will treat that confidentially as 
we treat all our other investigations.   
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11.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING 
 
      Thursday, October 23, 2003 @ 3:00 p.m. 
      Police Headquarters  
      1300 Beaubien, Rm. 328-A 
      Detroit, Michigan 48226 
 
 
12.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
DANTE’ L. GOSS 
Executive Director 
Board of Police Commissioners 
 
 
DLG/kdw   
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